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Paws
PRICE LABORATORY SCHOOL PARENT NEWSLETTER
Volume I, Number 1

March 1986

FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK

This issue of Li'l Paws marks the start
of what is anticipated to be a quarterly
newsletter about Malcolm Price Elementary School. The goal of this
newsletter is to provide a vehicle to
keep parents and friends of PLS
informed about the events and activities which take place at the school. We
hope you will find this publication of
interest, and will share it with your
family and friends. We would appreciate your comments about this issue
being shared with teachers during
spring conferences next month. The
title for the newsletter originates from
the relationship of the elementary
school to the Northern University
High School Little Panthers and the
University of Northern Iowa Panthers.
Our tracks may not yet be as large as
theirs, but we are certainly establish,
ing the groundwork for future panthers!
Mrs. Eugenia Parisho, sixth grade
teacher, opted to retire at the end of
February. Mrs. Parisho has been a
member of the university faculty for 20
years. Although the timing of this
retirement is unusual, we do wish her
many years of good health during her
retirement. Because of the unusually

small enrollment in the current sixth
grade classes, the two groups have
been combined into one class which
will be taught by Dr. Marc Yoder for
the remainder of the school year. A
second sixth grade teacher will again
be employed starting with the 1986 - 87
school year.
Joan Duea, a Unit III teacher,
recently received a prestigious award
from the Iowa Council of Teachers of
Mathematics. Mrs. Duea was presented the Award for Excellence in Elementary Mathematics Teaching, Febuary 14, at the Council's annual
meeting in Des Moines. Mrs. Duea
and Mary Lu Younkin, a Des Moines
teacher, are the first recipients of the
award.
Mrs. Duea was honored for skill in
working with students in the classroom. Beyond the classroom, she has
contributed to her profession through
writing, speaking, consulting, and
serving professional organizations.
Mrs. Duea joined the Price Laboratory
School faculty in 1965. We are proud of
her and congratulate her for her
award.

Brochures for the 1986 Summer Session will be sent home shortly after
spring break. Summer School will
begin on Tuesday, June 17th, and run
through Thursday, July 24th. Tuition
for the summer session will be $140,
including room fees. Registration is
open to everyone and will begin at 7:15
a.m. on Tuesday, April 22nd. NO
SPACES ARE SAVED FOR CHILREN
CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN THE
LAB SCHOOL. You are encouraged to
review the brochure and consider the
advantages of this six week, half-day
program for your child.
Several dates during which elementary classes will not be in session are
coming up within the next few weeks.
Please refer to the School Calendar in
this newsletter for coming events, and
place reminders of them on your home
calendar.
Mrs. Joan Lawrence, teacher aide
working with grades 1 - 3, is recouperating from major surgery conducted February 25th. Reports from the
doctor indicate she is recovering nicely, and we hope to see her back on the
job again early in April!
Dr. James Doud

GRADEl
Children in Unit II had fun experimenting with homemade sundials one
sunny winter day. They worked! Most
children found the square sundial
easier to use in telling time compared
to the round sundial. Further exper-

iments with water clocks convinced us
of the practicality of today's clocks
and watches.
Not only did the calendar point to
winter, but pink roses in our cheeks
clearly reminded us of winter during a
wonderful trip to Hartman Reserve.
Winter birds flitted among bare
branches, and squirrels bounded from
tree to tree while first-graders snowshoed through snowy woods.
Planning a Valentine's Day party for
their amigos helped first-graders
understand the meaning of friendship. How busy they were--writing
plays, making puppets, drawing scenes,
and rehearsing their lines.

In February, the children absorbed
fairy tales by reading and listening to
them and writing original fairy tales.
A castle stood in our library--just right
for reading and imagining tales of
long ago. The children worked on
doll-size castles, embellishing them
with towers and drawbridges. After
three weeks of surrounding themselves
with fairy tales, the children planned
and participated in a Fairy Tale Fair
on March 6.
Dr. Judy Finkelstein
Mrs. Lynn Moore

TECHNOLOGY IN
THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
The fifth grade students are pondering
such questions as: What is energy?
What is work? What is electricity?
Why does our society convert so much
of its non-renewable energy to electricity? Can our society capture renewable forms of energy such as the wind,
waves, lightning, etc.? What are the
two faults that may occur in a simple
electric circuit? The list may go on
and on with many other questions
related to energy and power.
We enjoy many of the fruits of our
technical society because we have
learned to store, control, and convert
the energy that is part of our physical
world. Our industrial system has
achieved its status in the world as a
prime producer because we have learned how to use energy. It is imperative
that students be exposed to this important body of knowledge that makes
up one of the areas of study in
technology in the elementary school.
If your fifth grader comes home with
terms such as kinetic, potential, renewable, non-renewable, circuit, source
of energy, open, short, useful work,
conductor, etc., it is because these
concepts are part of their educational
experiences in the Industrial Technology class. Ask your student the
following questions: What are the four
parts of a simple circuit? What j~
electricity? What is a short circuit?
What is an open circuit? What are the
six methods for creating electricity?

Can you define work? What happens
when two objects that carry like
electrical charges are brought close
together? Upon completion of the
power & energy unit, they should be
able to answer these questions. Thus,
they are becoming better prepared to
enter the industrial technical world
they are living in.
Dr. Nick Teig

GRADES 2 AND 3
During February and March, Unit III
students celebrated Black History Month
with a series of activities featuring
African heritage. Included were lessons on Africa's land, people, and
culture. In addition, each child was
introduced to African masks, games,
songs, and food. 'Timbuktu,' an African village, was set up in the center of
the unit to provide a focus for the
study.
Throughout the spring semester our
students were involved in drama activities directed by Gretta Berghammer
of the UNI drama faculty. Included
were mimes, spontaneous plays, and
dramatic experiences focusing on a
single concept. Students grew in their
ability to perform verbally and nonverbally in a group setting.
We also studied metric distance,
volume, and mass during February.
They completed a variety of hands-on
experiences using these units of metric
measurement. During March, while
the second-graders were involved in a

unit entitled 'Inferring Characteristics
of Packaged Articles,' the third-graders
investigated the properties of liquids in
the unit 'Drops, Streams, and Containers.' A February trip to Hartman
Reserve Nature Center supplemented
these units.
Dr. Nielsen Mrs. Duea
Mrs. McClain Mrs. Strub

RESOURCE ROOM
The Resource Room Program consists
of eleven students ranging from third
to sixth grade. They have the ability to
succeed but for some reason are not
mastering the skills. They may be
having difficulty with reading, math,
written language, attention, or study
skills. The Resource Room provides
from 30-120 minutes of individual help
to these students, the amount of time
depending upon individual needs.

Students in the Resource Program
often possess negative feelings about
themselves. They may have the false
idea that they cannot do anything
right. Therefore, self-confidence and
academic skills need to be worked on
jointly. The end product is eleven
capable students who are trying to
realize that everyone has their strengths

and there is something you can do
about your weaknesses.
Ms. Kim Klaseus

FOURTH GRADE
From visiting senior friends to writing
circus jackpots, fourth graders are
experiencing that learning can be
interesting and enjoyable. The students were asked to list activities they
have enjoyed this year. Their list was
long and diversified and included
every area of the curriculum.
Science units with crayfish and
tadpoles have provided enriching experiences in the skills of observing,
questioning and predicting outcomes.
The students have worked diligently at
mastering multiplication facts and the
skill of division. They are looking
forward to learning about f;actions.
The mechanics of cursive handwriting
has been a challenge, but the students
are mastering their 'p's and q's' and
legibility is becoming a reality as they
get closer to fifth grade.
Miss Wolfe's class has participated in
the Old Friends, Little Friends program this year. They have been
developing a timeline booklet spanning a century as well as learning how
to communicate with a good friend.
Mrs. Hornby's class has been working
diligently on the up-coming circus
activity. Gretta Berghammer, UNI
Creative Drama Instructor, is helping
them get the 'show on the road.'
Mrs. Hornby
Ms. Wolfe

ART DEPARTMENT

FIFTH GRADE

The art department is focusing on
three-dimensional work this semester
and will work in clay, heavy papers,
and cardboard. There are three student
teachers working at least half-time in
elementary art--Clare Walsh, Donna
Jordan, and Duane Slick.

Fifth graders have been 'contributing
minutes' to the Read A Million Minutes project this past month. Fortunately, our school surpassed its goal,
and we are proud to say that we played
a vital role in helping our school in
this achievement!

Three-dimensional work is frequently
neglected by art programs. As a result
children miss out on a wide range of
problem-solving opportunities. Visual
solutions to three-dimensional problems require many diverse skills that
include spatial design, construction
techniques, as well as, creative expression. Because of a lack of storage
space, children will bring more projects home after they are finished.

During the third nine weeks, the
students had the opportunity to work
with two associate teachers, Mr. Jon
Thompson and Miss Vonda Borcherding.
During their stay with us, Mr. Thompson
taught a unit pertaining to energy.
The student visited the Cedar Falls
Utilities, where they got a first hand
look at the generators, turbines, and
energy producing hardware. Miss
Borcherding prepared a unit on Nursery Rhymes. Students not only learned the history of Mother Goose but
identified rhymes with sexism, violence, mistreatment, etc. Rewriting
various rhymes was one assignment
which served as a vehicle to demonstrate our creativity. The class also
discovered a brand new book published by an Iowa author. It is entitled
Father Gander Nursery Rhymes.

In addition to our regular studies, in
February we celebrated Black History
month, Washington and Lincoln's
birthdays , went roller skating, and
enjoyed an evening of delicious food
an<l recreational swimming with our
families.
Mrs. Betterton
Mr. Christensen

COUNSELOR'S CORNER
As the 1985-86 school year is buzzing
by, I want to share some ways I have
been involved with our students. I
began the year by going into each of
the classrooms to discuss with the
students the various roles I have as
their counselor and how they, their
teachers and/or parents can make a
connection with me if they feel I might
be able to help them. I follow this
discussion with a get acquainted activity where the students help me pull
out all kinds of 'surprises' from my big
brown bag which sparks a lot of
sharing!
I teach classroom guidance units
throughout the year to many of our
classes. Topics of some of the units I
have taught this year are: Building a
Sense of Community, Understanding
and Expressing Feelings, Friends,
Understanding Ways We are Alike and
Different, Awareness of Physical Disabilities, Decision-Making and Problem- Solving, and Self, Concept-Rational
Thinking Skills. My big brown bag
that I carry to the classroom has had
many different and unusual things
packed in it such as puppet friends,
story books, games, puzzles, posters,
and toys!
Another part of my job is working
with our students in small groups in a
variety of ways. Some of the types of
small groups I lead are Play Groups,
Feeling Groups, The Monster, Mouse
and Me Groups (assertiveness), Problem-Solving Groups, Friends Groups,

Cooperation Groups, and Stress Management and Relaxation Groups.
Another part of my job is meeting
with some students individually. These
students are referred to me by themselves, their teachers, and/or their
parent(s). I meet with students individually for a variety of reasons.
Our teachers, teachers' aides, and
other staff members are a tremendous
support to me by keeping me informed
of ways I might be able to help our
students be healthy and happy young
people!! It's fun and exciting to work
with the students in the many different ways as I do!
PARENTS: If you would like to know
more about our guidance and counseling program please contact me.
Mrs. Clare Struck, 273-2220
SIXTII GRADERS FACE CHANGES

The sixth grade is finishing the year
much differently than anticipated in
September. When Mrs. Parisho retired
on February 28, both sections were
brought together with Dr. Yoder as the
teacher. The transition for students
was made easier because both groups
were well acquainted. They had been
grouped together all year in both
Physical Education and Spanish classes,
and both classrooms had been utilized
in Spanish. In addition, Dr. Yoder's
new students had worked closely with
him this year in his role as Safety
Patrol Supervisor. Another important

ingredient in the transition has been
the students willingness to work diligently to make the new arrangement
succeed.
Although change has been necessary
in some ways, sixth grade tradition
prevails in two present projects - the
study of the heart and circulatory
system, and a unit on television production. Students learn about the
heart and blood through experiments,
films, models, readings, discussions,
anddissections (if enough fresh pork
hearts can be located). The television
production unit involves students
writing, acting, and producing their
own shows for videotape.
VIDEO

AUDIO

Medium Shot
of Speaker

The first step in producing a television
production is to
write a script.
The script is a listing
of each shot with
accompanying
narration.

Close Up Shot
of Script

The next big change for sixth graders
is the movement into junior high. An
extensive orientation program is
scheduled for this spring to help
facilitate that transition for both paren ts and students. Activities will
include visits from seventh grade
teachers, a panel discussion with
seventh graders, discussions with the
secondary principal and counselor,
and a parent homeroom meeting in
early May. The sixth grade girls (all
five of them) hope that you will help

them change the ratio of boys to girls
by recruiting about twenty new girls
for their class next year.
Dr. Marc Yoder

FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE
After a rather 'healthy' first semester,
we have been experiencing much greater absenteeism since winter break (a
peak of 14% of our students on several
days). There has been a widespread
occurrence of influenza which has
affected PLS as well as most other
schools in the state.
Those of us who experienced this type
of flu in the 1950's had forgotten the
severity of the symptoms and the
length of time required for recovery.
This has not been the usual '24-hour'
flu, but has in some cases required one
to two weeks to run its course. We are
not accustomed to having to keep
children out of school for this length of
time.

Just a reminder --It is advised that
aspirin be avoided when treating
symptoms of any viral illness. This is
true for children and young adults.
There is a suspected connection between the aspirin and the occurrence
of the sometimes fatal Reye's Syndrome following viral diseases such as
influenza and chickenpox. It is recommended that a non-aspirin product
be used for treatment of pain and
fever.
Looking forward to a healthier spring!!!
Sue Flemr, RN

SPANISH
First graders are exploring the Hispanic world by learning the sounds of
the Spanish language and placing the
first linguistic stones in their vocabu1ary base. They are now able to
associate words with objects and colors.
Their activities with the sixth graders
who are theiramigos del castellano
have provided excellent reinforcement.
Both sixth and first graders have
enjoyed this contact.

1

Second through sixth graders are
working on the ten areas into which
we have divided the novice level of oral
proficiency, although their study is
much more simplified at the exploradores level (second and third) than at
the principiantes level (fourth through
sixth).

SCHOOL CALENDAR
March 15- 23 Spring Break (NO
SCHOOL)
April 4-5 NUHS Variety Show
April 11 Parent-Teacher Conferences
(NO SCHOOL)
April 14 Parent-Teacher Conferences
(NO SCHOOL)
April 22 Registration for Summer
School Begins

April 25 Begining Reading Conference
(NO SCHOOL)
May 2 Nursery /Kindergarten
Roundup
May 8 Orchestra Night
May 15 Band Night
May 22 Chorus Night
May 30 Last day of Classes
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